In Tune With Mother Nature

If you listen for the songbirds 

As they greet the summer sun, 

And love the way the wind can make 

The trees sings just for fun; 

If you like to hear the ocean 

As it drums upon the shore, 

And imagine all the whales out there, 

And hope they'll sing some more; 

If you think of all the animals

As players in a band, 

Each with a lovely tune to play, 

All needed on the land; 

And know that as a boy or girl

A woman or a man 

You have a vital role to play 

In Mother Nature's plan; 

If you honor every living thing 

As a part of nature's treasure 

You're in tune with Mother Nature 

So let's all sing her song together.

From Mrs. Bee’s Busy Classroom, Core Knowledge Grades 1-6

Earth Day 

I am the Earth And the Earth is me.

Each blade of grass, Each honey tree, 

Each bit of mud, And stick and stone

Is blood and muscle, Skin and bone. 

And just as I Need every bit 

Of me to make My body fit, 

So Earth needs Grass and stone and tree 

And things that grow here Naturally. 

That's why we Celebrate this day. 

That's why across The world we say: 

As long as life, As dear, as free, 

I am the Earth And the Earth is me. 

From Mrs. Bee’s Busy Classroom, Core Knowledge Grades 1-6

Earthdance

  Posted by Jon Sherman (jon@rokcircle.com)

A leaf falls to the ground. The rain resumes. A flower blooms and dies. An oak sprouts up from a buried acorn. Everywhere in nature the circles turn. Round dances within dances. This circle, or cycle, is the essence of sustainablility in natural communities. Nature has a heritage and a future because of the cycle. There are many principles at work in wilderness from which to learn, but if we were to honor just this one principle in our lives more, human community would be a lot less out of balance than it is. If our children are to have a future, it will be because we have chosen to give back and complete the cycles that were begun when we took from the earth. When we do this, we join the earthdance.

Dancing to the Rhythm of Life 

 By Katherine Snyder, 9th Grade 

 Winner of the Bay Area Earth Day, 1999, Poetry Contest

  What do you see when you look down from the mountaintop? 

 The world sways back and forth, captured in a delicate balance. 

 Daylight comes, daylight goes, 

 Constant as the beating drum. 

 The world invites us all to dance to the rhythm of life. 

 Can you hear your children's children, as loud as I hear mine? 

 Playing in a gentle world, across the gulf of time. 

 Can you envision the type of world where each child has a home, 

 And food to put on the plates of children of their own? 

All this beauty, all this life, and we are in command; 

Can we preserve the resources we have? 

 The ball is in our hands. 

Can we hold the balance, feel the music that courses through us all? 

 Will you join me; join everyone, in dancing to the rhythm of life? 

Rainforest Walk

  Posted by Angela Cameron (Ecolady@aol.com)

I walked in the Rain Forest today my senses awakened and I was no longer asleep in a beautiful dream. Alive and alert to all that I've seen. I want to walk in it again tomorrow and dream that it's beauty . . will never end. 

 Earthdance

round rolls the water

 round rolls the air

 round rolls the earth

 round the sun's

 rounded flare

 round roll the seasons

 we see with round eye

 round roll the reasons

 that flowers must die

 circles of wisdom

 turned by the years

 circles of passion

 turned by the tears

 dance to her rhythm

 sing to her rhyme

 all that we're given

 is taken in time

Earth is my mother, I am her son

  Posted by Prithvi Sukta (prithvi@ecomall.com
 Earth in which lie the sea, the river and  other waters, in which food and cornfields have come to  be, in which lives all that breathes and that  moves, May she confer on us the finest of her  yield. Earth, in which the waters, common to all, 

 moving on all sides, flow unfailingly, day  and night, may she pour on us milk in many streams, and endow us with lustre. May those born of thee, O Earth, be for our welfare, free from sickness and  waste. Wakeful through a long life, we shall  become bearers of tribute to thee. Earth, my mother, set me securely with  bliss in full accord with heaven, O wise one, uphold me in grace and splendour.

Earth Thoughts

  By Mike Schwartz Grade 6

How long can our earth survive?

 Nobody knows.

 People dont't realize what trouble our planet is in

 They only hear the birds chirping happily

 and smell the roses blooming.

 They only want to believe the good things in life-

 not think about the earth's problems.

 Maybe if everyone realized what troubles the earth

 faces--polluted water and air, destruction of

 our rain forests, litter everywhere--

 Maybe if everyone did his share to help 

 do something about these problems,

 Then people could go back to thoughts of

 the sound of birds chirping

 And the smell of roses blooming

Miscellaneous Quotes

Reporter: Mr Gandhi, what do you think of western civilisation?

 Mahatma Gandhi: That would be a good idea!

"When individuals  join in a cooperative  venture, the power generated far  exceeds what they  could have  accomplished acting individually."
 --R. Buckminster  Fuller

In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous. 

Aristotle

Many a man curses the rain that falls upon his head, and knows not that it brings abundance to drive away the hunger. 

Saint Basil

Knowing trees, I understand the meaning of patience. Knowing grass, I can appreciate persistence. 

Hal Borland

I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in. 

George Washington Carver

The world is mud-luscious and puddle-wonderful. 

e. e. cummings

Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. 

Albert Einstein

If you think you are too busy to help save the Earth, remember…

“The sun, with all those planets revolving around it and dependent on it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes as if it had nothing else in the universe to do. “

Galileo Galilei

Forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet and the winds long to play with your hair. 

Kahlil Gibran

When I have a terrible need of - shall I say the word - religion. Then I go out and paint the stars. 

Vincent Van Gogh

We do not see nature with our eyes, but with our understandings and our hearts. 

William Hazlitt

The control man has secured over nature has far outrun his control over himself. 

Ernest Jones

The Universe is one great kindergarten for man. Everything that exists has brought with it its own peculiar lesson. 

Orison Swett Marden

There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all crew. 

Marshall McLuhan

Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature. 

Gerard De Nerval

Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature. 

Gerard De Nerval

I've made an odd discovery. Every time I talk to a savant I feel quite sure that happiness is no longer a possibility. Yet when I talk with my gardener, I'm convinced of the opposite. 

Bertrand Russell

What humbugs we are, who pretend to live for Beauty, and never see the Dawn! 

Logan P. Smith

(Don’t forget!  We’re getting up for sunrise in the morning!!)

It is not so much for its beauty that the forest makes a claim upon men's hearts, as for that subtle something, that quality of air that emanation from old trees, that so wonderfully changes and renews a weary spirit. 

Robert Louis Stevenson

If a man walks in the woods for love of them half of each day, he is in danger of being regarded as a loafer. But if he spends his days as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making the earth bald before her time, he is deemed an industrious and enterprising citizen. 

Henry David Thoreau

The planting of trees is the least self-centered of all that we do. It is a purer act of faith than the procreation of children. 

Thornton Wilder

It is horrifying that we have to fight our own government to save the environment. 

Ansel Adams

The sun, the moon and the stars would have disappeared long ago... had they happened to be within the reach of predatory human hands. 

Henry Ellis

The control man has secured over nature has far outrun his control over himself. 

Ernest Jones

